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       TITLE
Consider reappointments and new appointments to the Marion County Planning Commission.

Issue, Description & 

Background

Three Marion County Planning Commission members' terms recently expired:  Carla Mikkelson, George 

Grabenhorst, and Dennis Person.  Each have expressed a willingness to serve another four-year term.  

Ms. Mikkelson is currently the Chair and Mr. Person is Vice-Chair.  Ms. Mikkelson has a farm outside of 

Woodburn and her personal experience with rural living and agriculture is a great asset to the 

commission.  Mr. Grabenhorst has ties to the real estate and development community and provides 

valuable input with regard to economic development.  Mr. Person comes from a large urban area and is 

now living in a rural agricultural community and appreciates the needed balanced approach between 

development and land use.  All three are well respected by other members, have excellent attendance, 

and have shown a true dedication to serving Marion County.   

 

The planning commission also has two vacant positions. Staff worked with the Marion County Volunteer 

Coordinator and advertised the openings in local newspapers and on county websites.  Ten applications 

were received, however, several applicants had occupations that conflicted with commission by-laws 

that allow for only two members to be engaged in the same kind of occupation.  Several other 

applicants reside in Salem city limits, an area already represented by current members.  The board 

scheduled three applicants to interview and one declined due to appointment to a city council.  The 

board interviewed Britany Randall and Christopher Enquist on May 11, 2017.  Mr. Enquist resides in an 

area not represented by current members of the commission and Ms. Randall has valuable land use and 

rural living experience. There does not appear to be any conflict as to occupation or residence with 

either applicant.

Financial Impacts:
None.

Impacts to Department 

& External Agencies 
None.

Options for 

Consideration:

1.  Reappoint Carla Mikkelson, Dennis Person and George Grabenhorst, and appoint Britany Randall and 

Christopher Enquist to all serve four-year terms on the Marion County Planning Commission. 

2.  Choose not to reappoint or appoint these members or applicants, and direct staff to begin 

recruitment. 

Recommendation: Planning staff recommends the board of commissioners reappoint Carla Mikkelson, Dennis Person and 

George Grabenhorst, and appoint Britany Randall and Christopher Enquist to all serve four-year terms 

on the Marion County Planning Commission, with each of there terms expiring on May 24, 20121. 
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
FOR MARION COUNTY, OREGON 

 
 
In the Matter of Appointments  )  Department of 
to the Marion County    )  Public Works- 
Planning Commission    )  Planning  
 
 

ORDER No. _________________                    
 

The above entitled matter came before the Marion County Board of Commissioners 
during the regularly scheduled public meeting on Wednesday, May 24, 2017; and  

 
           WHEREAS, two vacancies exist on the Marion County Planning Commission and the 
terms of Carla Mikkelson, Dennis Person and George Grabenhorst on the Planning Commission 
have expired; and  
 

WHEREAS, on the basis of geographic representation, qualifications and interest in the 
field of land use planning, it is in the public interest that the Board reappoint Carla Mikkelson, 
Dennis Person, and George Grabenhorst to another term on the Commission, and appoint Britany 
Randall and Christopher Enquist to the membership of the Planning Commission, now therefore,  

  
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Board of Commissioners reappoint Carla Mikkelson, 

Dennis Person, and George Grabenhorst, and appoint Britany Randall and Chrisopher Enquist for 
membership on the Marion County Planning Commission. 

 
These appointments shall be for a term of four years beginning May 24, 2017 through 

May 24, 2021.       
 

DATED at Salem, Oregon, on the    day of May, 2017.  
 

MARION COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

  
Chair 

 
  
Commissioner 

 
  
Commissioner 

 
 
cc: Tami Amala, Planning Division 

Volunteer Coordinator 







 
 
 

MARION COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBERS 
 
 
 
Name    Area of Representation Occupation   Term Exp. 
 
George Grabenhorst  South of Salem  Real estate development 03/17 
 
Gary Monders   South of    Well driller   02/20 
 
Mike Long   Silverton   Nursery/Agriculture  02/20 
 
Rick Massey   Salem    General contractor  02/18 
 
Carla Mikkelson  Woodburn   Retired    07/16 
     
Stanley Birch   Gervais    Retired – transit  07/20 
         
Dennis Person   Jefferson   Retired – aviation  01/17 
 
(vacant) 
 
(vacant) 
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