
 

Marion County is hi�ng the reset bu�on on its popular curbside recycling pro-

gram.  This means residents and businesses won’t be able to recycle some plas�cs 

and other items from now on. The reset is due to the global recycling crisis caused 

by China’s crackdown on imported recyclable materials. 

 

To put the problem in perspec�ve, it’s helpful to understand that China has for 

many years consumed over half of the world’s recyclable materials.  However, a 

significant amount of the recycled material China was ge�ng contaminated with 

food waste, garbage, and other unusable materials. 

As of January 1, 2018, China made good on its promise to significantly limit the 

amount of material it imports from other countries. The ban created a major dis-

rup�on in recycling and there is no excess capacity in worldwide recycling mar-

kets to absorb the material China no longer accepts. This leaves Marion County 

recycling processors, as well as other jurisdic�ons, 

with a lot of material and few markets.  

 

Will Posegate, Garten Services Chief Opera�ng 

Officer, said, “Given that this shakeup in global 

recycling markets is likely to con�nue for the 

near future, we have iden�fied a short list of ma-

terials for which we know there are markets, both global and domes�c. Our goal 

is to make sure that collected recyclable material is marketable and will actually 

be recycled and not end up in a landfill in some other part of the world. If manu-

facturers aren't buying certain materials, we have no choice but to throw them 

away.” 

In our zeal to protect the planet, we've all put something in the mixed recycling 

roll cart and hoped that it will be recycled.  This “wishful” recycling is part of the 

problem; roughly 10% of Marion County’s recycling collec�on is garbage. Remov-

ing items that are not on this list will play a role in the solu�on. Cleaning up our 

recycling is a community issue that not only involves pu�ng the right material in 

the mixed recycling roll cart, but making sure items are empty, clean and dry – 

when in doubt, throw it out. 
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Important dates:  

April 20 “What’s up with re-

cycling?” program at Salem 

City Club 

April 21  Earth Day celebra-

tion at the Oregon Garden 

April 22 Earth Day observed 

April 28 Art Supply Swap at 

Salem Public Library 

May 13 Mother’s Day 

May 28  Memorial Day 

June 13/14 Schools out 

June 17  Father’s Day 
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Marion County Recycling Reset 

Market closures in China affect local programs 

“Our goal is to make 
sure that collected recy-
clable material is market-
able and will actually be 
recycled and not end up 
in a landfill…. 
 Will Posegate, Garten Services  

-Continued on page 2- 



 

Marion County Environmental Services, the City of Salem, local garbage haulers and recycling processors rec-

ognize that changing the curbside program requires though=ul re-educa�on about contamina�on and mate-

rials that are no longer considered “recyclable.” Customers will soon receive new recycling educa�onal ma-

terials.  But for now, all the items listed above are currently recyclable. 

“In making these changes to the countywide mixed recycling roll cart program, we hope to enable our cus-

tomers to recycle items for which there are sustainable, accessible, and affordable markets – now and into 

the future,” said Brian May, Marion County Environmental Services Manager. “Despite the current challeng-

es in the recycling realm, Marion County remains commi�ed to protec�ng the health and welfare of our resi-

dents by providing environmentally sound solid waste management services.”  

More recycling informa�on and printable posters of the above graphics (11 x 17) can be downloaded at:  

mcRecycles.net.  
 

Story provided by Jolene Kelly, Marion County Board of Commissioners. 

~ 

 

   

Tune into the latest stories about the 3R’s 

Waste Matters: On the Air 

Tune into the latest stories about the 3R’s 

Waste Matters: On the Air 

 

Tune into the latest stories about the 3R’s 

Waste Matters: On the Air 

Every 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month, an EarthWISE business or spe-

cial waste reduc�on guest is featured on the Mid-Willame%e Valley’s only 

show devoted exclusively to waste!  Our show, airing at 1:00 PM, explores 

interes�ng and unusual topics that you just might find fascina�ng.  Do 

you have a story to share? Give us a call at 503-365-3188. 

KMUZ 



 

Going	that	extra	green	mile 
Three	organizations	earn	EarthWISE	Green	Awards 

By Beth Casper 

Garten Services, Wildwood/Mahonia and Spring Valley Dairy took home pres�gious Green 

Awards at the first-ever Sustainability Luncheon in February. 

Marion County’s Green Awards recognize organiza�ons that excel in eco-friendly prac�ces. 

These three long�me Salem businesses showcase how sustainability enhances business, cre-

ates new opportuni�es and saves money.  

 

Garten Services 

“Garten Services epitomizes what it means to be a sustainable business because they take 

so seriously the three ‘Es’ of sustainability: environmental stewardship, social equity and 

economic vitality,” said Marion County waste reduc�on coordinator Bailey Payne as he pre-

sented the Nonprofit of the Year Green Award. 

Garten provides jobs to hundreds of people with disabili�es in recycling, commercial laun-

dry, mail services, packaging and assembly, custodial services and secure document de-

struc�on. Its daybreak program in Dallas and South Salem 

provides day ac�vi�es and other enrichment ac�vi�es to 

another 250 people with disabili�es. 

In its recycling opera�on, Garten has discovered several 

new opportuni�es that have expanded job opportuni�es 

as well as helped the environment. In the electronics recycling area, a team of workers 

refurbishes computers to be sold in Garten’s store or on eBay. For general recycling, 

workers are trained to no�ce s�ll-good items and pull them off the conveyor belt. 

Workers have gleaned reams of paper, file folders, lunch trays, label makers and metal 

file cabinets.  

 

It has meant that the Garten Electronics and Reuse Store has been so successful that it 

opens its doors twice as oMen as it did in the past. 

 

Wildwood/Mahonia 

Similarly, Wildwood/Mahonia has found that sustainability makes for great busi-

ness. 
 

Wildwood/Mahonia is a family of companies whose holdings include a plant nursery 

and sustainable vineyard, innova�ve green buildings rented to local environmental-

ly minded businesses, and community efforts such as an annual literary and arts 

publica�on that honors watershed restora�on. In each endeavor, the company in-

corporates community service.   

 

Wildwood/Mahonia took home the Small EarthWISE Business of the Year Green 

Award. 

Luncheon host, Salem Environmental 

Educa�on’s Jon Yoder, opens the 

EarthWISE Sustainability Luncheon.  

Gaelen McAllister and Tim Rocak 

accept an EarthWISE Sustainable 

Non-Profit of the Year Award 

Garten offers refurbished comput-

ers, monitors, and compu�ng odds 

and ends at their electronics outlet. 

(L to R) Bill Lucas, Bailey Payne, John Miller, 

and Deb Cozzie, look on as Wildwood Maho-

nia receives an EarthWISE Green Award for 

Sustainable Small Business of the Year.  
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Its businesses include: Woodscape Glen, the first-of-its-kind 

sustainable residen�al development; Mahonia Vineyard, 

which is cer�fied by 2 different eco-friendly cer�fica�on 

companies; Mahonia Nursery, where rare white oaks are 

grown aMer being rescued from development sites; and de-

velopments such as the East Pringle Innova�on Center, a 12-

acre development with a solar thermal hot water system, 

solar panels, and energy-efficient ligh�ng and HVAC systems 

designed to be a hub for food processing and agriculture-

related businesses.  

“We love to help businesses that use Oregon-grown agricul-

tural products grow and prosper,” said John Miller, presi-

dent and founder of Wildwood/Mahonia. “Energy efficiency 

improves their bo�om line and their “green” prac�ces help 

them in the marketplace.”  

 

Spring Valley Dairy 

The third winner of a 2018 Green Award, Spring Valley Dairy, underscores 

the fact that businesses can go green and also save money. Spring Valley 

Dairy received the Large EarthWISE Business of the Year Green Award. 

Spring Valley Dairy, which keeps restaurants and coffee shops supplied 

with fresh dairy products, examines all of its resource use to find ways to 

reduce waste. 

 “Spring Valley Dairy has also done a lot to reduce paper waste,” said Mar-

ion County’s Payne. “By going digital, they now save 8,400 reams of paper 

a year…We feel lucky to have a business like Spring Valley Dairy here in Marion County.” 

The switch also means money saved due to accuracy—inventory is rarely lost now that the handheld computers scan 

and track everything. 

The company is so deliberate about its waste-not mentality that it is even paying a�en�on to how many paper checks 

it sends with its employees. Its goal is 100 percent direct deposit and it has almost reached its goal. 

For a company that needs to deliver fresh products to customers in a �mely manner, a fleet of trucks is a priority. But it 

isn’t a drain on the environment for Spring Valley Dairy. The trucks them-

selves have been overhauled to meet the green standards at the dairy. Of 

the 50-truck fleet, 16 of them are equipped with plug-ins to run on electricity 

when not being driven. This is important for a business that relies on cold 

temperatures in the truck container overnight to preserve its products un�l 

the drivers arrive to deliver along their routes. 

By hooking these trucks up to an electrical source instead of le�ng them 

idle, Spring Valley Dairy saves 2,500 gallons of diesel fuel each year. Even the 

ones that don’t plug in are on an automated start-stop switch so that they 

are not running constantly.   

“A lot of the �me, being more environmentally friendly completely coincides 

with saving money,” said Stephanie Hoy of Spring Valley Dairy. “A lot of the 

�me, the best cost savings is the cleanest, greenest way to do things.” 

Wildwood Mahonia performs a rescue reloca�on of an at-risk species, the 

Oregon white oak.  

(L to R) Stephanie, Jayne, and Gordy Hoy, received a 2018 

EarthWISE Green Award for Sustainable Large Business of 

the Year. 

By plugging Spring Valley’s refrigerated trucks up to an 

electrical source instead of leFng them idle, they save 

over 2,500 gallons of diesel fuel each year.  
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Allied Video 
2011 - 2018 

 
These EarthWISE businesses did  

Willamette Lutheran Retirement Center 
2009 - 2017 



 
- Page 6 - 

 

State of Oregon 
Surplus Property 

2009 - 2017 

Temple Beth Sholom 
2011 - 2018 

Capitol Auto 
2013 - 2018 
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Law Office of Eden Rose Brown  
2011 - 2018 

 

DeSantis Landscaping 
2007 - 2018 
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Factoid Department 

 Q ues�on: We’ve been going around and 

around on what can and can’t be recy-

cled.  Could you address the following items 

and let us know “the word?” 

Ask  
Mister 

Sustainability 

~ 

 

My, oh my. If you remember Mr. Sustainability’s little epistle from the last 
newsletter (EW Bulletin , Winter ‘18), you might recall the story about how we got 
into this mess in the first place.  If you didn’t, you can find it at mc.EarthWISE.net. 
Regardless, here’s what the last paragraph read: 

Our recyclers can find markets for most of what the y collect, 
at least for now... but that may not be the case tw o months 
from now.  So… reduce and reuse as much as possible .  And 
when you do recycle, recite this bit of doggerel: W hen unsure 
what goes in, please don’t toss it in the bin.  
 
Well guess what...they don’t have markets for some of this stuff so it’s been piling 
up. Some have actually begun renting storage to stuff their bales. That can only go 
on for so long. Almost every processor in the state has asked for permission to ex-
clude some items from collection and huge numbers of rural counties have stopped 
collecting residential recycling altogether. And, if it’s not being recycled, it’s being 
landfilled. 

Even though they are still accepting most materials in Multnomah County, those 
processors are charging huge fees to accept materials for recycling―that’s right, 
the haulers have to pay the processors to take it off their hands―and it’s more ex-
pensive to have it recycled than trashed.   
 
How long can that last? 

Nevertheless, it’s still not the end of the world…Statewide, the percentage of mate-
rials that are NOT being collected/processed amounts to less than 2% of the mate-
rials that were collected this time last year. A significant drop, yes, but these are 
materials that have historically been subject to lots of contamination―namely, plas-
tic and mixed paper.  

So look at the image on page 2; those items are not a lot different than what you 

were recycling before in your mixed recycling roll cart. Just no more plastic tubs or 
jars; no more shredded paper; only metal cans. 

Can you still recycle shred? Yes, Garten Services will take it. Can you still recycle 
metals other than cans?  Yes, just not in a mixed roll cart. There are a 1,001 places 
that’ll take metal besides the transfer stations.  Try the Habitat ReStore, your local 
auto shop, ask your hauler, visit mcrecycleguide.net for details. Can you recycle 
plastic tubs and jars? See page 2. If they are NOT a jug or bottle, then NO! 

It’s a reset, a time to work on getting it right―and this is a big “and”―it’s time to 
stop producing so much one-time, disposable stuff that leaves us―the consumers 
and rate payers and municipalities―with the task of managing waste materials 
when we are literally left “holding the bag.”  

  

Ask  
Mister 

Sustainability 

What’s the most recycled 

item in the USA? Na-

tonwide, that would be 

lead acid car ba�eries.  

Over a whopping 99% of 

these high toxicity won-

ders are recovered every 

year. 

What was the number 

one residen�al waste ma-

terial in all of Oregon in 

2016? Food waste ac-

counted for 23.45% of 

the total. 

Second most frequent 

item in residen�al gar-

bage in 2016?? That 

would be pet li�er and 

feces. 

In 2016 plas�c made up 

11.77% of the waste dis-

posed in Oregon. Im-

portant? That’s  about 

175 lbs. of plas�c for eve-

ry person in Oregon. 

Overall, Oregonians gen-

erated 7.1 pounds of 

waste per day in 2016. 

Only 3 pounds of that 

waste was recovered or 

recycled. The rest went 

into the landfill. 

The “everyman’s”  new-

est all-electric car―the 

Tesla Model 3―is rolling 

out nearly 975 models a 

week. At 35k a pop that’s 

over $34 million dollars a 

week in sales. 

 

Unbelievably, some finan-

cial-types say they need 

to produce them even 

faster to be successful. 

Go figure. 

Factoid Department What in the world has happened to re-
cycling and why can’t we still do it and 
why are other areas still accepting this 
stuff and, and, and...?  



 

Automo�ve 

AJ’s Auto Repair, Inc.  

Brooks Automo�ve 

Capitol Auto Group 

Construc�on 

Arbuckle Cos�c Architects, Inc. 

Barnwood Naturals, LLC 

Carlson Veit Architects, P.C. 

CB│Two Architects 

dalke Construc�on 

Fluent Engineering, Inc.  

Jet Industries 

Modern Building Systems, Inc. 

Nathan Good Architects  
Pfeifer Roofing 

Studio 3 Architecture, Inc.  

White Oak Construc�on 

Educa�on 

Chemeketa Community College 

Chemeketa Center for Business & Industry 

Straub Environmental Center 

Financial 

Country Financial 

Northwest Farm Credit Services  

SELCO Community Credit Union 

Food 

Bentley’s Grill 

BrucePac - Silverton & Woodburn Plants 

Cascade Baking 

Kerr Concentrates, Inc. 

LifeSource Natural Foods 

NORPAC Foods - Stayton, Brooks, & Salem Plants 

Rafns’ Restaurant 

Roth’s Fresh Market - Central Office, Sunnyslope, Vista, 

Hayesville, Lancaster, Stayton, & Silverton stores 
Spring Valley Dairy 

Sweet Couture  

Willame�e Valley Fruit Company 

Government 

Marion County Dog Shelter 

Marion County Public Works—Silverton Road Campus 

OR Department of Administra�ve Services- 20 Buildings 

OR DAS - Salem Motor Pool 

OR DAS - Property Distribu�on Center 

OR Dept. of Correc�ons (DOC) CDC/Warehouse 

OR DOC Gath Road Range 

OR DOC Mill Creek Correc�onal Facility 

OR San�am Correc�onal Facility 

OR State Correc�ons Ins�tu�on 

OR DOC State Peniten�ary 

OR Department of Energy 

OR DMV Headquarters OR Exposi�on Center 

OR Dept. of Public Safety Standards & Training  

OR Lo�ery 

OR State Capitol 

Salem Center 50+  

Salem Civic Center  

Salem Fire Department 

Salem Housing Authority 

Salem - Informa�on Technology 

Salem - Public Works Willow Lake WPCF 

Salem Shops 

Salem - Urban Development’s Airport Division 

Salem - Urban Development’s Director’s Office 

Salem Public Library 

 

 

    Landscaping 

DeSan�s Landscapes, Inc. 

The Garden Angels 

Green Acres Landscape, Inc. 

 

 

Medical 

Holly Chamberlain D.D.S., L.L.C. 

Chiroprac�c Physicians, P.C. 

Mid-Valley Oral, Maxillofacial & Implant Surgery  

Northwest Rehabilita�on Associates   

Spinnaker Pediatric Den�stry   

Willame�e E.N.T. & Facial Plas�c Surgery, LLP 

EarthWISE Member Directory 
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 Denotes new EarthWISE business  



 

 
 

 

Not For Profit 

Assistance League of Salem - Daue House  

Assistance League of Salem - Encore Furniture 

Center for Hope & Safety  

Family Building Blocks 

Garten Services, Inc. 

Habitat for Humanity of the Mid-Willame�e Valley 

Marion-Polk Food Share 

SAIF Corpora�on 

Saint Mark Lutheran Church  

Salem Art Associa�on 

Temple Beth Sholom 

Unitarian Univeralist Congrega�on of Salem 

United Way of the Mid-Willame�e Valley 

Willame�e Lutheran Re�rement Home 

 

Personal Services 

Designer Cut 

Phiz Spa 

Professional/Services 

AAA Cleaning Service - Metro, Inc. 

ABC Window Cleaners & Building Maintenance 

Allied Video Produc�ons  

Cascade Employer’s Associa�on 

Collier Law 

Compex Two Computers 

Law Office of Eden Rose Brown 

VanNa�a Public Rela�ons/Spire Management 

Real Estate & Commercial Proper�es 

Coldwell Bankers Commercial Mountain West Real  

Estate 

The Epping Group/Creekside Corporate Center  

Pringle Creek Community 

Wildwood|Mahonia 

Recycling/Solid Waste 

Agri-Plas, Inc. 

Covanta Energy, Marion Facility 

D & O Garbage Service Inc. 

Loren’s Sanita�on & Recycling Services 

Marion Recycling Center 

North Marion Recycling & Disposal 

Pacific Sanita�on 

Retail/Wholesale 

Cooke Sta�onery Co. 

Crosby Hop Farm, LLC  

Habitat for Humanity ReStore (Salem) 

Habitat for Humanity ReStore (Woodburn)   

One Fair World 

Rapid Refill 

Tourism/Entertainment  

Grand Hotel in Salem 

Salem Conven�on Center 

Salem Riverfront Carousel   
Travel Salem 

Transporta�on 

South Salem Cycleworks 

Salem Keizer Transit 
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