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Wednesday, October 11, 2023

Consider a Board Order Authorizing the Use of Alternative Contracting Procedures for Acquisition of the
Marion County Public Safety Radio Communications Project.

9/28/2023 9/12/2023

10 min Brian Nicholas x7943

The total estimated cost of this project is $12,000,000, of which $11,150,000 is paid for by a combination of
ARPA and DOJ (federal) funds. This is a budgeted project in the current fiscal year.

1. Board Order granting an exemption to MCPCR and authorizing the use of alternative contracting
procedures

Brian Nicholas, Public Works Department

Public Works requests the Board approve the attached Board Order providing an exemption to the Marion
County Public Contracting Rules (MCPCR) and authorizing the use of Alternative Contracting Procedures
for the purchase, installation, provisioning and commissioning of Marion County's Public Safety Radio
Communications Project, following the receipt of public comment during a duly noticed public hearing.

Marion County Public Works is delivering the project to construct a new, countywide public-safety-grade P25
radio system for use by the Marion County Sheriff's Office, Juvenile Department and other County
departments. The system will also have the capacity to serve the needs of first responder agencies
throughout Marion County.

Public Works is recommending the use design-build project delivery, an alternative contracting method
allowed under MCPCR Sections 40-0600 to 40-0690 and Oregon Revised Statute (ORS) 279C.335 should
the Marion County Contract Review Board determine it is in the best interest to do so.

Construction of the proposed radio system will provide reliable public-safety-grade radio communications to 
the Sheriff's Office and other County departments. The system will have the capacity to provide the same 
services to first responder agencies throughout Marion County, should they choose to use the new radio 
system.



BEFORE THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
FOR MARION COUNTY, OREGON

 
In the matter of granting an exemption            )
allowing the use of an alternative solicitation )
pursuant to the Marion County Public )
Contracting Rules for a public improvement )

 
ORDER NO. _

 
This matter came before the Marion County Board of Commissioners, acting as the Marion 

County Contract Review Board (Board), at its regularly scheduled public meeting on Wednesday, 

October 11, 2023.

WHEREAS, the Board finds that Marion County Public Works Department seeks an 

exemption from Marion County Public Contracting Rules, pursuant to Sections 40-0600 to 40-0690, 

which provide for the use of alternative contracting methods for public improvements as may be 

directed by the Board of Commissioners under ORS 279C.335; and

WHEREAS,  Section 40-0620 allows the Board to direct the use of alternative contracting 

methods as an exception to the prescribed public contracting practices in Oregon and its use must be 

justified in accordance with public contracting code and Marion County Public Contracting Rules; and

WHEREAS, the Public Works Department seeks to use a special procurement as an  

alternative contract method solicitation under Marion County Public Contracting Rules Section 40-

0690 as an alternative contract method for the Public Safety Radio Communications System Project

(“Project”), which the Board of Commissioners must authorize the use of competitive proposals under

the competitive bidding requirement of ORS 279C.335; and

WHEREAS, the Board has received justification and testimony during the properly noticed and

scheduled public hearing on October 11, 2023, and finds the use of  an alternative procurement

solicitation, as outlined in Exhibit A, for the Public Safety Radio Communications System 

Project is justified and consistent with the Marion County Public Contracting Rules; now, therefore,



IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Board adopts the findings attached hereto as

Exhibit A and grants an exemption to allow the use of an alternative solicitation process for

the P u b l i c  S a f e t y  R a d i o  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  S y s t e m P r o j e c t  and issue a

competitive bidding solicitation for the Public Works Department Project.
 

DATED this day of October 2023.
 

MARION COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS

 
 
 

 
 
Original: Clerk 
cc: BOC

Chair
 
Commissioner

Facilities  
Commissioner

Jeff White Finance
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