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Marion County Dog 
Services (MCDS)
SUPPORTING DOGS, STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES
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Mission

 To serve and protect dogs and
communities throughout Marion
County. The team at MCDS serves the
community by:
 Helping keep neighborhoods safe by

responding to dogs running at large and
dangerous dog incidents

 Ensuring lost and stray dogs receive care
while they await reunification with their
families or adoption

 Equipping residents with dog care
knowledge that improves animal welfare
and strengthens the community.
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Dog Control

 Reducing dogs running at large to
improve neighborhood safety and
protect pets, people, and property.

 Preventing dog bites through responsible
ownership, education, and community
outreach.

 Protecting livestock by promoting
responsible dog management and
reducing conflicts between pets and
agricultural communities.

 Addressing licensing compliance to
reunite lost pets with their families,
support public safety, and strengthen
community animal services.
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Dog Shelter

 Intakes all lost & stray dogs of Marion County
 Over 50% of incoming dogs are returned to

owners
 Enhancing community welfare by providing

timely medical care and support for
vulnerable animals

 Helping animals find safe, loving homes while
creating lasting connections within the
community

 Building collaborative relationships with
rescue partners to create pathways for dogs
to find safe, loving homes while maintaining
resources for incoming stray animals

 Maintains a food pantry to help families keep
their pets during times of financial hardship
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Volunteer Program

 Many roles to choose from!
 Dog Walker

 Provides exercise, enrichment, and socialization that
improves the health and well-being of shelter dogs

 Shelter Assistant

 Supports daily operations that ensure animals receive
compassionate care in a safe, welcoming environment

 Foster

 Creates temporary homes that provide comfort, stability,
and lifesaving opportunities for animals in transition

 Clinical Assistant

 Supports veterinary care to improve animal health and
prepare dogs for successful placement in adoptive
homes

 Event Assistant

 Engages the community through events that promote
animal welfare, humane education, and the human-
animal bond
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More Than a Shelter: Be Part of the 
Mission

 Join our volunteer team!
 Online application at mcdogs.net

 Tour & orientation

 Program-specific training

 Help us create healthier, happier
outcomes for dogs while making the
community a more compassionate
place!
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Questions?

Lauren Thielke
LThielke@co.marion.or.us
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