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       TITLE
Consider the vacation of a portion of County Road 648 - N. Pershing Street, near Mt. Angel.

Issue, Description & 

Background

Public Works received a petition requesting to vacate of a portion of N. Pershing Street.  In 1938, N. 

Pershing Street was established as a county road that extended N. Pershing Street north from the old 

city limits of Mt. Angel. This road runs north, adjacent to, and along the west boundary of Beck 

Subdivision; then east, adjacent to and along the north boundary of Beck Subdivision to the Union 

Pacific Railroad; then northerly, adjacent to and along the west boundary of the railroad; and, then 

ending at the south line of what is presently the Schmitz Ag Lands property.  The portion proposed for 

vacation includes the east-west portion, commencing at the point adjacent to the northwest corner of 

Lot 6, Beck Subdivision, and the portion adjacent to the Union Pacific Railroad.  If the vacation of this 

right-of-way is granted, the east-west portion would be vested to the property owners to the north and 

south of the right-of-way, and the property adjacent to the railroad would be vested to the property 

owners to the west of the right-of-way. 

   

The road proposed for vacation is a 40 and 45-feet wide right-of-way, approximately 1856 feet in length, 

with a 16-foot wide gravel road.  A search of the Surveyor’s Office reveals no record of any previous 

vacation or abandonment of this right-of-way.  There are utilities that would need to be protected by 

easements if the right-of-way is vacated. The petition is signed by all of the adjacent property owners, 

except for the Union Pacific Railroad.  The petition states that the railroad was contacted about this 

proposed vacation, but did not sign the petition. The railroad's contact person stated that they were not 

opposed to the vacation proposal. The Surveyor's Office contacted the railroad representative directly in 

an attempt to secure a signed letter of support such that the vacation process may, with the board's 

permission, proceed without a public hearing process. An email from the railroad's legal department 

was received, stating that the railroad has no objection to the road vacation.  

 

The petition states that a subdivision, Maryhill Park 3, located in the City of Mt. Angel, is in the process of 

development. When the plat of Maryhill Park 3 is recorded, the City of Mt. Angel intends to take over 

jurisdiction of the portion of N. Pershing Street currently along the west boundary of Beck Subdivision 

that is not proposed for vacation. The east-west portion proposed for vacation will be replaced with a 

private access and public utility easement created by the Maryhill Park 3 plat.  N. Pershing Street will be 

re-located by the Maryhill Park 3 plat, connecting the original portion to the south and ending at the 

south line of that property described in Reel 4057, Page 240, Deed Records. All streets within the 

subdivision will be city streets.   

 

The portion of N. Pershing Street, proposed for vacation, and lying north of the future Maryhill Park 3 

subdivision currently serves six properties. The owners of these properties have agreed to grant 

permanent private access and public utility easements to replace the existing N. Pershing Street right-of-

way. The order of the steps to change the alignment and maintain legal access to all parties is critical 
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and has been agreed to by the developer, the city, and the county.  The vacation of the existing 

alignment needs to happen prior to the recording of the plat, which cannot happen until all 

improvements are completed and accepted by the city.  

  

Upon review of this right-of-way the Planning, Land Development & Permits, and Traffic Engineering 

sections have no objections to this vacation, if approved. The area is zoned EFU and UT-20. The current 

use conforms to the zoning.   

 

The Public Works Department has determined that the vacation of this public road would be in the 

public interest, as this is a dead-end gravel road that will be partially replaced with a realigned urban 

street under the jurisdiction of the City of Mt. Angel.  The new street will also be able to serve the next 

phase of the subdivision which is in the early planning stage.   

Financial Impacts:
There is no fiscal impact created by this proposed road vacation.

Impacts to Department 

& External Agencies 
There are no impacts to county departments or external entities.

Options for 

Consideration:

1. Grant the vacation of a portion of County Road 648, N. Pershing Street, vesting the right-of-way to the 

abutting property owners. 

2. Deny the vacation of this right-of-way, leaving it in its present status.

Recommendation: It is the recommendation of the Public Works Department that the Marion County Board of 

Commissioners grant the vacation of a portion of County Road 648, N. Pershing Street, vesting the right-

of-way to the abutting property owners.

List of attachments: Original Petition 

Road Official's Report 

Maps 

Photographs 

Board Order - Road Vacation 

Exhibit A - Legal Description 

Exhibit B - Map

Presenter:
Phil Jones

 Copies of completed paperwork sent to the following:  (Include names and e-mail addresses.)

Copies to:
Phil Jones - PRJones@co.marion.or.us
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Vacation Of A Portion of County Road No. 648
North Pershing Street, Near Mt. Angel

April 24, 2019

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

Vacation of C.R. 648 -

N. Pershing Street

Petition to vacate right-of-way was filed on 
May 15, 2018.
This is a 40 and 45-foot wide, 1850-foot long dead-
end right-of-way that was established as a county 
road in 1938.
The adjacent property owners have agreed to provide 
easements within and outside of the vacated right of 
way for continued access  and the protection of 
existing utilities.
No objections to the proposed vacation have been 
received prior to this meeting.
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Right-of-way Proposed For Vacation

Proposed N. Pershing St. Re-alignment
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Looking West on C.R. 648, at Angle 

Looking North on C.R. 648, at Angle 
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North End of C.R. 648, Looking South

Recommendation

Grant the vacation of N. Pershing Street, 
vesting the right-of-way to the property 
owners to the north, south and west.


