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Measuring the actual amount
of foodborne illness is
difficult for a number of

. reasons. Underreporting is

hepatitis A occur in Oregon
about every six years with
last big outbreak in 1995.
(See graph) Since the last
epidemic, a safe and effective
vaccine to prevent hepatitis A
has become available.
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Beecause Oregon s oo of H
states with annual rates of
hepatitis A that are more than
double the national average,
this vaccine has been
recommended for all children
in Oregon age 2 years (o 18
years of age.

Salmonella

Salmonella remains one of
the most commonly reported
foodborne illnesses in the
U.S. and rates have remained
fairly stable in Marion
County over the past 5 years.
(See graph) Although most
infections occur from eating
undercocked or raw eggs or
‘poultry, some cases in
- Marion County have
occurred through contact
with reptile pets which are
typically colonized with this

- organism.
E. Coli O157-117

Most cases of E. Coli in
Marion County have been
sporadic, that is, unassociated
with an outbreak and in many
cases, despite investigation,
the source of the infection

" has remained unclear.
Although actual numbers of
reported cases are smalt, one
death has occurred in the past
5 years. (See graph) '

Listeriosis

This organism typically
causes iilness in pregnani
women, the elderly, and
others with immune
suppression. In Marion
County, cases of listeria have
been associated with
consumption of a homemade
cheese prepared with
unpasteurized or raw milk.
Again, although total
numbers of reported cdses are
small, two deaths have
occurred in the past five
years, both stillbirths. (See

graph)

To prevent feodborme iliness,
Marion County [ealth
Depdrtment conducts regular
surveillance of foedbome
diseases, investigates
feodbormne outbreaks when

~ they occur, and provides

training for persons invalved
in food preparation for public
consumption. Food safety is
regularly monitored at all
permanent and temporary
food establishments in
Marion County.

Qutbreaks of foodbormne
illness are reportable by law
to your local health
department immediately, and
foodborne illnesses
unassociated with an
outbreak are reportable
within 24 hours. Collecting
stool specimens on suspected
foodborne illnesses when
they present can be critical to
identifying the offending
agent and is always
appreciated. To report a
foodborne-related llness

_ betweem the hours of 8:30 to

5:00 pm on weekdays call

< 588-5621. After 5:00 pm on

weekdays and on weekends
and holidays, call the Oregon

Health Division at 731-4030.

. To get more information on
food safety and safe food

preparation, call

Environmental Health at 588-

5346. H you would like
information or pamphlets on
listeria or other foodborne
illnesses for reception or
waiting areas, call 588-5621.
You can also log on to the
Marion County Health
Department web page at

www.open.org/~mhealth.
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