
 
Breaking the Cycle of 

Incarceration 
 
 

Comparing data from the  
2007, 2011, and 2015 surveys 



Factors to Consider 
• The time-span between the 2007 study and the 2015 study 

was about 8 years. 

• The 2007 study was conducted in July, the 2011 study was 
conducted in mid‐December, and the 2015 study was 
conducted in May. When possible, data from the 2005 study is 
also included. 

• The 2005, 2007, and 2011 surveys were completed by PacPRI. 
The 2015 study was completed by NPC Research. 

• The jail population is constantly in flux, as such, data is 
presented in percentages, rather than raw totals, in order to 
compensate for population differences across studies. 
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Year Gender Count Percent 

2015 Male 278 82.49% 
Female 59 17.51% 

        

2011 Male 401 85.87% 
Female 66 14.13% 

        

2007 Male 452 80.00% 
Female 113 20.00% 

        

2005 Male 358 81.00% 
Female 84 19.00% 

On average 
4 out of 5 inmates are male 
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47% 
Of inmates are between 

the ages of 23 and 34 
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Aging Population 

Aggregate Commercial Medical Costs by Age 
2002 and 2010, Source: Society of Actuaries 

            increase in 
inmates age 51+ over the 
past 10 years 

317% 



Medical 
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39% 
Of inmates had no 

medical coverage at 
the time of their arrest 
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Race/Ethnicity 

Black     
1.10% 

American 
Indian and 

Alaska 
Native     
1.60% 

Asian     
1.90% 

Native 
Hawaiian 
and Other 

Pacific 
Islander     
0.70% 

Persons 
reporting two 

or more 
races     
3.90% 

Persons of 
Hispanic or 
Latino origin     

24.30% 

White 
persons not 

Hispanic     
68.70% 

Marion County, 2010 Census 
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  2015 2011 2007 2005 

White 52% 57% 54% 57% 

Hispanic 21% 20% 28% 27% 

American Indian 
4% 11% 9% 8% 

African American 
6% 7% 8% 6% 

Asian 1% 2% 1% 2% 

Mixed/Other 16% 3% 0.4% 1% 



Marital Status 
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  2015 2011 2007 2005 
Single 55% 39% 28% 52% 

Married 18% 19% 28% 22% 
Divorced 18% 15% 17% 19% 

Partner/Living Together 0% 18% 17% 0% 
Separated 8% 7% 9% 7% 

Widow/Widower 1% 2% 1% 0% 
Other 6% 



U.S. Citizenship 
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89.8% 
Total U.S. 
citizenship of 
Marion County 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 
2009-2013 5-Year American 
Community Survey 

Inmates 

Inmates 
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     High school 
graduation or 
equivalency rate 
of Marion County 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 
2009-2013 5-Year American 
Community Survey 

83.2% 

  38.3% 

71.3% 



Primary Language 

2015 2011 2007 2005 

English 87% 86% 89% 83% 

Spanish 12% 13% 11% 17% 

Other 1% 1% 0% 0% 

2015 2011 2007 2005

Other

Spanish

English



Employment 
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Employment 

51% 
Unemployed prior to arrest 

31% 
Anticipate employment  

following release 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Of that… 

77% 
…expect to earn less than $24,000 a year 

     Employment 
rate of Marion 
County 
Source: Bureau of Labor 
Statistic, 2014 Local Area 
Unemployment Statistics 

92.5% 



Residence 
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Juvenile Record 
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Of inmates have a juvenile 
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Jail Incarceration 
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Prison Incarceration 
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Probation 
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Family Incarceration 
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Social Services - 2015 
Service Type Apply Receive Variance 

Domestic Violence Services (Women) 44% 21% 23% 

Housing Assistance 36% 13% 22% 

Oregon Health Plan 75% 62% 13% 

Cash assistance 29% 20% 9% 

Vocational Rehab 14% 7% 7% 

Mental Health Services 27% 20% 7% 

Substance Abuse Treatment 35% 28% 7% 

Other Program/Service 12% 6% 6% 

Food Stamps 85% 79% 6% 

Domestic Violence Services (Men) 8% 5% 4% 

Marion County Health Department Services 23% 20% 3% 

Child Care Subsidy 10% 8% 3% 

Child Welfare 11% 8% 3% 

Women's Clinic Services 42% 40% 2% 

Head Start/Preschool 12% 10% 2% 

Health Start Program 5% 4% 1% 

Senior Services 2% 1% 1% 

What should be our focus? 

What is being sought? (Top 5) 
Food Stamps 

Oregon Health Plan 
Domestic Violence Services (Women) 

Women's Clinic Services 
Housing Assistance 

What is being received? (Top 5) 
Food Stamps 

Oregon Health Plan 
Women's Clinic Services 

Substance Abuse Treatment 
Domestic Violence Services (Women) 

“Have you ever applied for and received the following services?” 



Disabilities 
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82% 
Of those with disabilities 
indicate it interferes with 

finding employment 
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Mental Health 
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Mental Health Continued 
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Substance Abuse 
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Studies, National Survey on Drug 
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  4.3% 

  72.3% 

Used drugs by age 18 Drank alcohol by age 18 



Youth Gangs 
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Families and Children 
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82% 
Of inmate parents 
had children under 

the age of 18 

2 0 1 5  o 68% of inmates reported having children 

o 221 inmates had 601 children 

• Average 2.7 children per family 
• 32% of 601 children were newborn to 

age 5 
 

o Children currently living with: 
• Spouse/partner 50% 
• Grandparents 15% 
• Foster care 7% 
 

 



Veterans 
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Domestic Violence/Abuse - 2015 

Witnessed domestic violence 
involving their parent(s) 

27.9% of inmates 
were neglected as a 

child 

Physically abused as a child 



Female Inmates - 2015 

Of female inmates have had a 
partner push, hit, slap, kick, or 
otherwise cause them harm 

79.3% of female 
inmates have had a 
partner control their 
daily activities 

3 out of 4 have been victims of sexual abuse Physically 
abused by 
    spouse /  
     partner 
     while  
   pregnant 

42% 



Marion County Correctional Facility - 2015 
Survey Summary 
• The jail population is aging, causing county medical cost per inmate to rise 

• We’re seeing a downward trend in the age of first arrest and age of first 

prison incarceration. What can be done to reach juveniles earlier? 

• Employment continues to be a barrier post-release 

• Drug use is still a strong indicator of incarceration 

• Inmates state that employment and housing are the greatest concerns 

overall 

• Additional access to services is needed in the areas of housing, health 

insurance, and domestic violence 

• The main reason inmates indicate they are in jail today - bad choices. 

What can be done to help inmates make better life choices? 



Questions? 
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