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Fact Sheet 

Disposing of Chlorinated Water 
from Swimming Pools and Hot 
Tubs 
 
Water from swimming pools and hot tubs often 
contains high levels of chlorine. Discharging 
chlorinated pool or spa water into streams, (or 
irrigation canals, ponds, etc.) is harmful to fish 
and other aquatic life. DEQ developed this fact 
sheet to provide you with management practices 
that will minimize the impact of chlorinated 
water discharged from swimming pools and hot 
tubs. The following ‘Best Management 
Practices’ apply to water discharged from 
swimming pools and hot tubs: 
 
Send it to the treatment plant 
Discharging chlorinated water from pools and 
hot tubs to the sanitary sewer (sewage treatment 
plant) is often the best option. It is important that 
authorization be received from you local 
wastewater service provider before chlorinated 
water is discharged to the sanitary sewer. 
Chlorinated water, particularly from large pools 
such as community swimming pools, should not 
be discharged into storm sewers or surface 
waters.  
 
Irrigate safely and responsibly 
When discharge to a sanitary sewer is not 
possible either because it is unavailable or not 
allowed, then chlorinated water from pools and 
hot tubs may be disposed on the ground or 
irrigated on your property under the following 
circumstances: 
 
• Prior to disposing or irrigating the water, 

either shut off the chlorination system or 
stop adding chlorine, depending on your 
situation. 

• Hold the water in the pool or hot tub for at 
least one week to reduce the chlorine level. 

• Discharge or irrigate the water in an area 
where the water will not flow into a stream 
or storm sewer. 

• Discharge or irrigate the water on your 
property and ensure that it does not flow off 
your property. 

• Discharge or irrigate the water in a manner 
that will prevent nuisance conditions (such 
as creation of odors, and fly and mosquito 
breeding conditions). Nuisance conditions 
often occur when water is ponded for a 
prolonged period. 

 

If discharge to a sanitary sewer or land irrigation 
of chlorinated water from pools or hot tubs is not 
feasible, the chlorinated water may still be 
discharged to the ground (where it may reach a 
stream, ditch, or storm sewer) under the 
following circumstances: 
 
• Prior to discharging the water, either shut off 

the chlorination system or stop adding 
chlorine. 

• Hold the water in the pool or hot tub for at 
least two weeks to allow the chlorine to 
dissipate. 

• Measure the chlorine level in the pool or hot 
tub prior to discharging the water. There 
should not be any detectable levels of 
chlorine because even at low concentrations 
chlorine is harmful to fish and other aquatic 
life. A longer holding period may be 
necessary if chlorine levels continue to 
remain at detectable levels at the end of two 
weeks. Chlorine measurements can be made 
with a chlorine test kit (colormetric). 

• Discharge the water so it does not flow over 
someone else’s property. 

• Discharge the water in a manner that will 
prevent nuisance conditions (such as 
creation of odors, and fly and mosquito 
breeding conditions). Nuisance conditions 
often occur when water is ponded for a 
prolonged period. 

 
NOTE: Pool filter back-flush must not be 
discharged to a stream, ditch or storm sewer. 
Pool filter back-flush must be discharged to the 
sanitary sewer, onsite septic system (if properly 
designed and adequately sized), or a seepage pit. 
 
For further information, please contact the DEQ 
regional office in your area (refer to map on 
back). 
 
Alternative Formats 
Alternative formats of this document can be 
made available. Contact DEQ Public Affairs for 
more information (503) 229-5696. 
Hearing impaired dial 711. 
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DEQ Northwest Region Offices 
 

Portland 
2020 SW 4th Ave., Suite 400 

Portland, OR 97201 
Phone: (503) 229-5263 
Fax: (503) 229-6945 
TTY: (503) 229-5471 

 
North Coast Branch Office 
65 N Highway 101, Suite 202 

Warrenton, OR 97146 
Phone: (503) 861-3280 
Fax: (503) 861-3259 

 
Gresham 

1550 NW Eastman Parkway, Suite 290 
Gresham, OR 97030 

Phone: (503) 667-8414 
Fax: (503) 674-5148 

 
Tillamook Office 

2310 1st Street, Suite 4 
Tillamook, OR 97141 
Phone: (503) 842-3038 
Fax: (503) 842-5986 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DEQ Western Region Offices 
 

Salem 
750 Front St NE, #120 
Salem, OR 97301-1039 
Phone: (503) 378-8240 

Toll free in Oregon: (800) 349-7677 
Fax: (503) 373-7944 
TTY: (503) 378-3684 

 
Eugene 

165 East 7th Ave., Suite 100 
Eugene, OR 97401 

Phone: (541) 686-7838 
Toll free in Oregon: (800) 844-8467 

Fax: (541) 686-7551 
TTY: (541) 687-5603 

 
Coos Bay 

381 N Second St 
Coos Bay, OR 97420 

Phone: (541) 269-2721 
Fax: (541) 269-7984 

 
Medford 

221 Stewart Ave., Suite 201 
Medford, OR 97501 

Phone: (541) 776-6010 
Toll free in Oregon: (877) 823-3216 

Fax: (541) 776-6262 
 
 

DEQ Eastern Region Offices 
 

The Dalles 
400 E Scenic Drive, Building 2 

The Dalles, OR 97058 
Phone: (541) 298-7255 
Fax: (541) 298-7330 

 
Hermiston 

256 East Hurlburt, Suite 117 
Hermiston, OR 97838 
Phone: (541) 567-8297 
Fax: (541) 567-4741 

 
Bend 

475 NE Bellevue, Suite 110 
Bend, OR 97701 

Phone: (541) 388-6146 
Fax: (541) 388-8283 

 
Pendleton 

700 SE Emigrant, #330 
Pendleton, OR 97801 

Phone: (541) 276-4063 
Fax: (541) 278-0168 

Toll free in Oregon: (800) 304-3513 
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