
Willamette River 
at Salem 
Flood Stage: 28 Feet 

 
 
Current 
Warnings/Statements/Advisories: 

 
 

Complete information about 
the Willamette River at Salem 

available from 
NWS Portland, OR. 

 

Impacts 
 

37.0   ABOVE 37 FT...THE TOWN OF KEIZER BEGINS TO FLOOD. ALSO EXPECT MAJOR 
WIDESPREAD FLOODING FROM SANTIAM TO OREGON CITY. Old Keizer Dike crests, Newer dike 
possibly higher. - MARION 

 

35.0 
 
 
ABOVE 35 FT...NUMEROUS ROADS AND STRUCTURES ARE FLOODED. THE WILLAMETTE 
RIVER ALSO BACKS UP WATER FROM TRIBUTARY STREAMS AND CREEKS...WHICH IN TURN 
PRODUCES FLOODING OF RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS ALONG THESE CREEKS IN THE 
SALEM AND KEIZER AREAS. 

 

 
32.0   ABOVE 32 FT...EXPECT WIDESPREAD FLOODING. NUMEROUS ROADS AND STRUCTURES IN 

THE SALEM/KEIZER VICINITY ARE FLOODED. THE WILLOW LAKE WASTEWATER TREATMENT 
PLANT IS LIKELY INUNDATED WITH FLOOD WATER AT THIS LEVEL. 

 

29.0   HOMES ON FOX LANE FLOOD (built within the flood plane) (approximate river height) - MARION 
 

30.0   ABOVE 30 FT...EXPECT WIDESPREAD FLOODING OF LOWLAND AGRICULTURAL AREAS AND 
RURAL AND SECONDARY ROADS. FLOODING ALONG SOME SMALLER STREAMS AND 
CREEKS WHICH DRAIN INTO THE WILLAMETTE IN THE SALEM VICINITY IS LIKELY DUE TO 
BACKWATER FROM THE WILLAMETTE RIVER. THE WILLOW LAKE WASTEWATER TREATMENT 
PLANT IS THREATENED WITH FLOOD WATER INUNDATION ABOVE THIS LEVEL. 

 

28.0   ABOVE 28 FT...WIDESPREAD LOWLAND FLOODING BEGINS ON THE OUTER BANKS OF THE 
WILLAMETTE AND ISLANDS ON THE MID WILLAMETTE. NUMEROUS SECONDARY ROADS 
BEGIN FLOODING AT THIS POINT. 

 

26.0   ABOVE 26 FT...EXPECT FLOODING OF NUMEROUS ROADS ALONG THE WILLAMETTE IN THE 
SALEM AREA. HOMES ON BROWNS ISLAND BEGIN FLOODING AT THIS LEVEL. HOMES ON 
BROWNS ISLAND FLOOD (built within the flood plane) (approximate river height) - MARION 

 

24.0   WINDSOR ISLAND ROAD FLOODS - MARION 
 

23.0   ABOVE 23 FT...MINOR FLOODING OCCURS ON GRAND ISLAND AND OTHER ISLANDS IN THE 
MID WILLAMETTE RIVER. ACCESS ROADS TO THESE ISLANDS ARE ALSO LIKELY FLOODED 
AT THIS POINT. 

 

21.0   WILLOW LAKE OUTFALL IMPEDED 
 

20.0   ABOVE 20 FT...ACCESS ROADS TO THE ISLANDS ON THE WILLAMETTE RIVER IN THE SALEM 
VICINITY BEGIN TO FLOOD. HOMESTEAD ROAD AT BROWN’S ISLAND FLOODS. 

 

18.0   ABOVE 18 FT...NUMEROUS SLOUGHS ARE FILLED...AND A FEW SECONDARY ROADS BEGIN 
TO FLOOD AT THIS POINT. 

 

16.0   ABOVE 16 FT...THE WHEATLAND FERRY CEASES OPERATIONS. 
 

Flood Categories (in feet) 
Major Flood Stage: 32 
Flood Stage: 28 
Action Stage: 21.2 

 


